
“CROWDED CAIRO” 
 
Directions: Read the article and then answer the following questions.   
 
 
“Right there” Questions: 
 

1. Cairo’s population nearly doubled in _____ years.  
 
2. As of the time this article was published, what was Cairo’s population?  ___________ 

 
3. What is Cairo’s population density?  ____________ people per square mile 

 
4. What is the City of the Dead?  Why do people live there?  ________________  

 
_______________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
5. ___________ are poisonous snakes that have become a dangerous nuisance in 

Cairo.   
 
 
 
“Think and answer:” (Answer these questions in complete sentences on the back or 

on a separate sheet of paper.)   
 

6. Imagine what it must be like to live in the City of the Dead.  What do you think 
would make your life most difficult?   

 
7. What other kinds of problems can a high population density (meaning that there 

are a lot of people in a small place) lead to?  List and explain at least two.   
 

8. In your opinion, what can be done to solve the housing shortage in Cairo?  
Propose at least one solution.   

 
9. As of December, Iowa’s unemployment rate (meaning the percentage of the 

population that did not have a job) was 5.7%.   As of the date this article was 
published, Cairo’s unemployment rate was 20%.  A lack of jobs is a concern in 
both areas.  What might be done to create more jobs in Iowa?  How about Cairo?   

 
10. Iowa’s population density is approximately 52.7 people per square mile.  Cairo’s 

population density is much higher!  (See #3 above.)  How might your life be 
different if Iowa’s population density was the same as Cairo’s?   

 

Name: ______________ 
Date: ___________ 

Period: ______ 





 


